Role of the pneumo-encephalogram in the diagnosis of spontaneous subarachnoid haemorrhage.
The authors have collected eighteen cases of primary intraventricular lesions revealed by a subarachnoid haemorrhage. Among these cases, the most important are the choroid plexus papillomas followed by ependymomas; some cases have no precise histological interpretation. Generally speaking, cerebral arteriography gives only indirect evidence of ventricular dilation and thus does not confirm the presence of a lesion. On the contrary, the pneumoencephalogram is consistantly positive, but does not give the differential diagnosis between intraventricular tumours and primary intraventricular haemorrhages. This test should therefore be given the same importance as spinal cord arteriography in the exploration of subarachnoid haemorrhages with negative cerebral angiograms.